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Location: South ofOldhouse CoveWesterrBay, Bar Harbor HancockCounty, Maine

Purpose Standardease fothebottom andsuspendedultureof American/easteraysters
(Crassostrea virginica

Site Review byJon LewisMarcy Nelsonand Flora Drury
Report Preparation b¥elora Drury,Marcy NelsonJon Lewis and Cheyenne Adams

February 2, 2020

tUnless otherwise noted, all figures in this report were created in ArcMap version 10.6 using digitized NOAA Nautical
Charts or geo-referenced aerial photographs provided by The Maine Office of GIS
(orthoCoastalDownEastCoast2008, previously known as Low_Tide_2008).
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Application Overview

The applicantWestern Bay Oyster Company LLi§ requesting.42 acressouth ofOldhouseCove

in Western Bayfor the bottom andsuspended culture of American/eastern oysterasgostrea

virginica) (Figures 1 & 2) The applicant has maintained experimental aquaculture leasethe

same footprint as the area propos@ibe 205 (Figure 3).2 The Maine Department of Marine
ResourceMDMR) Aquaculture Progranmas received no complaints regardindie appl i cant
experimental aquaculture lea3&e applicanproposedo cultivate Americafeasterroysters using

up t03,000 plasticmeshADPI™ oyster bagseachmeasuringl60WX30LOWX60H. These bags

would bedistributedon the ocean flooalong amaximum of 20 200foot sunkenlonglines?

According to the application, the submergearwould periodically be suspended to allskellsto

fall from the bags.

General Characteristics

MDMR Scientists Jon Lewis, Marcy Nelson, and Flora Drury assessed the prigasssite on
October 9, 2019. MDMR arriveat the site, which is locatesbuth of Olthouse Cove in Western
Bay, Bar Harboat approximately 10:15 arithe Bar Harbor shoreline to the east of the proposal is
rocky, with marsh grassSpartina alterniflorg populating sections of the immediatplands The
uplands are dominated by a mixed fgrestiltiple houses, along with a KOBampground to the
north, are located along this shoreline.

Image 1: Lookingnorthfrom the & Cornerof the proposed lease site
(October 92019).

2 Applicant originally requested 3.36 acres. DMR calculations, based on the coordinates provided by the applicant, indicate
the area is 3.42 acres.

3 BHB OHCx

4 On page 4 of the application, the applicant indicates that up to 6,000 oyster bags could be deployed on the site. Page 26

of the application (labelled by applicant as page 27) indicates that at a maximum, 3,000 bags could be deployed on the

site. This page also indicates that a maximum of 20 lines would be deployed, each holding 150 bags. Given this layout, the

proposed lease could hold 3,000 oyster bags at maximum capacity.

5 Application, page 26 (labelled as page 27).
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Image 2 Looking east from the SE orner of the proposed lease site
(October 9, 2019).

Image 3 Looking southeast from the SE Corner of the proposed lease site
(October 9, 2019).
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Image 4 Looking south from the SE Corner of the proposed lease site
(October 9, 2019).

Image 5 Looking west from the SE Cornertbie proposed lease site
(October 9, 2019).
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Image @ Looking northwest from the SE Corner of the proposed lease site
(October 9, 2019).

Figure 2: Approximate dive transect conducted®ctober 9, 2019

5 Aerial photograph provided by The Maine Office of GIS (orthoCoastalDownEastCoast2008).
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